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To the Biitor
Zan Franeisco Chroniecle

Cerital punishment =ay not be the most urgent of our social rroblems,
but its perpetuation in this state is almost too revealing of fundanental
aspocts of muman nature. I hops cur legislators will not overlook that res-
ponmsibility to forwsri the ideals of thelr constituency on which remraseniative
governnent Jdepends,

Before XX moving to Californis, I lived! nany years in the 3late of #iaconsin
which hai abolishel capital runishment some time ago. There never was tle
slightest inlieation, nor has any objective sviience ever Leen Torwaniel,
that this restraint has encourage! sapital orimes, Hxperts have reneately
vointe! out that so long as® any homicldies evale punishment, anl certairdy
some o, the certainty of being caught ani held to scoount wounld be the nost
effective leterrent, regariless of whether s small fraction of aries svolie the
death ssmalty.

what woul: we lose by sabolition? He woull loss a source of serions {lvision
in our commmity. We woull lose the satielpotion of socisl revenge which :l:es
behini the Justificetion of ileterrency, We woull losge the expensive anl! long-
drawn osut legal nprovedures that must surrouni capital ocunishment ani soul !l other-
wise be sinplified, wWe woul! lose the risk san! uncertainty -- which =&y s the
real reason behini the angry aggression felt by many citigens -~ of the irrsirievale
punlstment of the innocent, as xgx must scmetines hapven, however rarely. e
wouli lose the temptation to extreme violence now piven to asyrchonathirs personalitlies
¥ho may b8 more exclted than leterre: by the posaibility of 8 canital Juimment
of his oréues an! the sttention they then recelve, e woul! lose the luri:
reporting of mur er trials that now ilsgraces even the Letler of our newsnasers.
ot ]

e might gain a2 small step towmris the rational treatsent of orime as

soclial injury, anl towar:s the relnstatenent of charity as an elesent in our
human relations,

Jostun Lederberg
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